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STANDARD DEVIATIONS: Signs of the Times 
Greetings, 

It’s all about awareness. 

Summer temperatures are climbing, and the threat of wildfire is a major concern in our neck of 

the woods.  

2007 saw the largest Utah wildfire. The Milford Flats Fire burned 350,000 acres. 

In 2018, the Mendocino Complex Fire broke out on July 27 in Northern California and grew 

to be that state’s largest with 459,123 acres burned. 

The Camp Fire broke out in Butte County, Northern California on November 8, 2018 and 

became the deadliest and most destructive fire on record in the state. At least 88 people died.  

Remember Smokey Bear? A real character, the orphaned cub was found by firefighters in 1950, 

at the New Mexico Captain Mountains wildfire. The publicity surrounding the burned cub’s 

rescue led to an awareness campaign still recognizable seventy years later. 
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Icons, like Smokey, trigger behaviors, get our attention, and stimulate awareness. Sometimes they 

work, sometimes…not so much. 

Do you get the same jolt of recognition from icons we use for hazards in lab safety? 
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I’m not sure these have the same charisma, and that’s a shame. 

 

Promoting safety awareness in the laboratory should be simple. We understand that risks 

abound; so, how do we influence our noggins to work safely? 

Smokey Bear has influenced our behavior and safety standards in the outdoors. We know instantly 

and definitely the message of risk and action Smokey defines. As laboratorians, we need to 

develop, promote, and embrace the concepts that trigger safe practices and prevent fires before 

they start. I’d love to hear your thoughts. 

Have a great week and be safe, 

Bryan 

p.s. Take a look at some other icons that have been used to promote awareness. How many do you 

identify with? Do they always work? 
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